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not in condition to trust them with the power of
doing mischief as they desire it.

Perhaps the sense of this limitation in the power
of their chief correspondent is one reason, that
however studious they are to do mischief, yet they
have not so much studied the diabolical art as they
would otherwise have done ; in a word, they are
not complete magicians, because they see the black
art is not wicked enough for them, and they cannot
obtain a power by it to out-sin the Devil.

But I come back to the art itself. The artists
are certainly very helpful to the Devil, as well as
the Devil to them : for as he is obliged to work by
stratagem, not by force, all his cunning is employed
to carry on his kingdom and government in the
world; and this brings me to the reason why the
Devil does not care to act in person, in most cases
of his administration; but to employ those people
whom we call magicians, that they may act with
his full directions, and though with art, yet with
power also sufficient to stand his ground against all
human opposition.

Under the cover of these agents he acts with in-
finite success, by their influence he carries on all
his affairs, and especially those of kingdom and do-
minion, in which it is not for want of impudence if
he does not rival or indeed dethrone his Maker.
By his secret correspondence with them it is that
he fills the world with sham wonders, and false
stories, which being detected and exposed, reflects
upon the magicians, not upon the Devil; neither
indeed ought it to affect him, for that it is not for
want of his assistance if any of them miscarry, but
from their expecting more from him than it is fit he
should grant, or than perhaps it is in his power to
grant. No wonder then he is so officious, and so
willing, that he runs and goes, and dances attend-
ance upon a set of ignorant magicians; I say igno-